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THE	  HUNTING	  GROUND	  

	   	  

LOGLINE	  
	  
From	  the	  team	  behind	  THE	  INVISIBLE	  WAR,	  comes	  a	  startling	  exposé	  of	  sexual	  assaults	  on	  U.S.	  

campuses,	  institutional	  cover-‐ups	  and	  the	  brutal	  social	  toll	  on	  victims	  and	  their	  

families.	  	  Weaving	  together	  verité	  footage	  and	  first-‐person	  testimonies,	  the	  film	  follows	  

survivors	  as	  they	  pursue	  their	  education	  while	  fighting	  for	  justice	  —	  despite	  harsh	  retaliation,	  

harassment	  and	  pushback	  at	  every	  level.	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  



	  

	   Synopsis	  

	  

THE	  HUNTING	  GROUND,	  the	  latest	  feature	  film	  from	  Kirby	  Dick	  and	  Amy	  Ziering,	  takes	  

audiences	   straight	   to	   the	   heart	   of	   a	   shocking	   epidemic	   of	   violence	   and	   institutional	  

cover-‐ups	   sweeping	   college	   campuses	   across	   America.	   The	   team	   behind	   the	   Oscar®-‐

nominated	  THE	  INVISIBLE	  WAR	  presents	  a	  scorching	  exposé	  of	  the	  startling	  prevalence	  

of	   sexual	   assault	   at	   bastions	   of	   higher	   learning	   and	   of	   the	   powerful	   interests	   that	   re-‐

victimize	  vulnerable	  students	  while	  shielding	  perpetrators.	  Using	  vérité	  footage,	  expert	  

insights,	  first-‐person	  testimonies	  and	  a	  bombshell	  interview	  sure	  to	  make	  headlines,	  the	  

film	  delivers	  a	  devastating	  indictment	  of	  campus	  “rape	  culture.”	  	  

	  

The	  statistics	  are	  staggering:	  One	  in	  five	  college	  women	  is	  sexually	  assaulted,	  yet	  only	  a	  

fraction	   of	   these	   crimes	   are	   reported,	   and	   even	   fewer	   result	   in	   punishment	   for	   the	  

perpetrators.	  Dick	  and	  Ziering	  chronicle	  the	  horrors	  faced	  by	  assault	  victims	  after	  they	  

survive	  what	  they	  thought	  was	  the	  worst	  ordeal	  of	  their	  lives.	  	  

	  

In	   raw	  and	  emotional	   interviews,	   rape	  survivors	  and	   their	   families	   testify	   to	  a	   real-‐life	  

horror	  story	  that	  has	  become	  all	  too	  common.	  Those	  brave	  enough	  to	  report	  the	  crimes	  

face	  disbelief,	  apathy,	  victim-‐blaming,	  harassment	  and	  retaliation	  from	  both	  their	  fellow	  

students	  and	  the	  administrators	  whose	  job	  it	  is	  to	  protect	  them.	  	  	  	  	  

	  

The	   filmmakers	  uncover	   an	  alarming	  effort	  on	   the	  part	  of	   universities	   and	   colleges	   to	  

downplay	  and	  deny	  sexual	  assaults	  on	  their	  campuses	  to	  keep	  crime	  statistics	   low	  and	  

public	  approval	  high.	  They	  also	  follow	  two	  courageous	  survivors,	  Andrea	  Pino	  and	  Annie	  

Clark,	  who	  are	  striking	  back	  with	  an	  innovative	  legal	  strategy	  that	  uses	  Title	  IX	  legislation	  

to	  make	  the	  powers	  that	  be	  take	  notice,	  ignite	  a	  national	  debate	  over	  campus	  assaults	  

and	  create	  a	  network	  of	  support	  for	  young	  women	  who	  refuse	  to	  remain	  silent.	  

	  



THE	  HUNTING	  GROUND	  makes	  its	  world	  premiere	  at	  the	  2015	  Sundance	  Film	  Festival	  on	  

Friday,	  January	  23rd.	  	  	  

	  	  

	  



	  
THE	  HUNTING	  GROUND	  

	  
Kirby	  Dick	  

Writer/Director	  	  
	  
Kirby	   Dick	   is	   an	   Academy	   Award®-‐nominated	   and	   two-‐time	   Emmy	   Award®-‐winning	  

documentary	   film	   director.	   His	   most	   recent	   feature,	   THE	   INVISIBLE	   WAR,	   a	  

groundbreaking	   investigation	   into	   the	   epidemic	   of	   rape	   within	   the	   U.S.	   military,	   won	  

2014	   Emmy	   Awards	   for	   Best	   Documentary	   and	   Outstanding	   Investigative	   Journalism,	  

Long	   Form;	   a	   2013	   Peabody	   Award;	   and	   the	   2012	   Sundance	   Film	   Festival	   Audience	  

Award.	  It	  was	  also	  nominated	  for	  an	  Academy	  Award®	  for	  Best	  Documentary	  Feature.	  	  	  

	  

Dick’s	   prior	   film,	  OUTRAGE,	   an	   indictment	   of	   the	   hypocrisy	   of	   powerful,	   closeted	  

politicians	   and	   the	   institutions	   that	   protect	   them,	   was	   nominated	   for	   an	   Emmy	   for	  

Outstanding	  Investigative	  Journalism.	  In	  2006	  he	  directed	  THIS	  FILM	  IS	  NOT	  YET	  RATED,	  

a	  breakthrough	  investigation	  of	  the	  highly	  secretive	  film-‐ratings	  system	  that	  compelled	  

the	  MPAA	   to	  make	   long-‐overdue	   changes.	  In	   2004,	   he	   directed	   TWIST	   OF	   FAITH,	   the	  

story	   of	   a	  man	   confronting	   the	   trauma	   of	   his	   past	   sexual	   abuse	   by	   a	   Catholic	   priest,	  

which	  received	  an	  Oscar®	  nomination	  for	  Best	  Documentary	  Feature.	  

	  

Dick’s	  other	   films	   include	  DERRIDA,	   a	   complex	  portrait	  of	   the	  world-‐renowned	  French	  

philosopher	   Jacques	  Derrida,	  which	  won	   the	  Golden	  Gate	  Award	  at	   the	   San	   Francisco	  

Film	   Festival,	   and	   the	   internationally	   acclaimed	   SICK:	   THE	   LIFE	   &	   DEATH	   OF	   BOB	  

FLANAGAN,	  SUPERMASOCHIST,	  which	  won	  the	  Special	   Jury	  Prize	  at	   the	  Sundance	  Film	  

Festival	  and	  the	  Grand	  Prize	  at	  the	  Los	  Angeles	  Film	  Festival.	  
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Amy	  Ziering	  
Producer	  

Amy	   Ziering	   is	   an	   Academy	   Award-‐nominated	   and	   two-‐time	   Emmy	   Award-‐winning	  

documentary	   filmmaker.	   Her	  most	   recent	   film,	  THE	   INVISIBLE	  WAR,	  a	   groundbreaking	  

investigation	  into	  the	  epidemic	  of	  rape	  in	  the	  U.S.	  military,	  won	  the	  Audience	  Award	  at	  

the	   2012	   Sundance	   Film	   Festival,	   the	   2012	   Independent	   Spirit	   Award	   for	   Best	  

Documentary,	   the	   2014	   Emmy	   Awards	   for	   Best	   Documentary	   and	   Outstanding	  

Investigative	  Journalism,	  Long	  Form,	  and	  was	  nominated	  for	  an	  Oscar.	  	  

	  

Released	   by	   Cinedigm/Documara	   and	   broadcast	   on	   PBS,	   THE	   INVISIBLE	   WAR	   led	  

Secretary	   of	   Defense	   Leon	   Panetta	   to	   announce	   significant	   policy	   changes,	   inspired	  

Senator	  Kirsten	  Gillibrand	  to	  coauthor	  and	  push	  for	  the	  passage	  of	  the	  Military	  Justice	  

Improvement	   Act	   (MJIA),	   and	   was	   the	   catalyst	   for	   the	   drafting	   and	   passing	   of	   35	  

additional	  new	  Congressional	  reforms.	  	  

	  

Her	   previous	   film,	   OUTRAGE,	   for	   which	   she	   received	   an	   Emmy	   nomination	   for	  

Outstanding	   Investigative	   Journalism,	   is	   a	   searing	   indictment	   of	   the	   hypocrisy	   of	  

powerful,	  closeted	  politicians	  and	  the	  institutions	  that	  protect	  them.	  It	  was	  distributed	  

by	  Magnolia	  Pictures	  and	  had	  its	  television	  premiere	  on	  HBO.	  	  

	  

Ziering	   also	   produced	  THE	  MEMORY	   THIEF,	   starring	  Mark	  Webber,	   Rachel	  Miner	   and	  

Jerry	   Adler,	   a	   thought-‐provoking	   examination	   of	   the	   relationship	   between	   empathy,	  

narcissism	  and	   trauma.	   It	  was	   a	  New	  York	   Times	   Critics’	   Pick	   and	  won	   several	   festival	  

awards.	  Prior	  to	  this,	  she	  co-‐directed	  and	  produced	  DERRIDA,	  a	  documentary	  about	  the	  

world-‐renowned	   French	   philosopher	   Jacques	   Derrida	   and	   the	   philosophy	   movement	  

known	   as	   deconstruction.	   The	   film	   premiered	   at	   the	   Sundance	   Film	   Festival,	  won	   the	  

Golden	   Gate	   award	   at	   the	   San	   Francisco	   Film	   Festival,	   was	   released	   theatrically	   by	  



Zeitgeist	   Films	   and	   features	   an	   original	   score	   by	   Oscar-‐winning	   composer	   Ryuichi	  

Sakamoto.	  	  

	  

The	   first	   film	  Ziering	  produced	  was	  writer-‐director	  Richard	  Cohen’s	  critically	  acclaimed	  

documentary	  TAYLOR’S	  CAMPAIGN,	   about	  Ron	  Taylor,	   a	  homeless	  man	  who	   ran	   for	   a	  

seat	  on	  the	  Santa	  Monica	  City	  Council.	  	  

	  

Ziering	  is	  the	  2012	  recipient	  of	  the	  Néstor	  Almendros	  Prize	  for	  Courage	  in	  Filmmaking,	  

the	   2013	   Ridenhour	   Documentary	   Film	   Prize,	   the	   2013	   Gracie	   Award	   for	  Outstanding	  

Producer	   –	   News/Non-‐Fiction,	   the	   2013	   Peabody	   Award,	   the	   2014	   ABA	   Silver	   Gavel	  

Award	   for	  Television,	   the	  2014	  Media	   Impact	  Henry	  Hampton	  Award	   for	  Excellence	   in	  

Film	  and	  Digital	  Media,	  and	  two	  2014	  News	  Emmys.	  Ziering	  is	  currently	  in	  production	  on	  

new	  projects	  for	  HBO,	  CNN	  and	  The	  Weinstein	  Company.	  
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Cast	  

ANNIE	  E.	  CLARK	   is	  a	  women’s	  rights	  and	  civil	  rights	  activist,	  researcher	  and	  co-‐founder	  
of	  the	  organization	  End	  Rape	  On	  Campus	  (EROC).	  She	   is	  one	  of	  five	  complainants	  who	  
filed	   two	  federal	  complaints	  against	   the	  University	  of	  North	  Carolina	  at	  Chapel	  Hill	   for	  
their	  mishandling	  of	  rape	  cases	  and	  violations	  of	  federal	  law.	  Since	  then,	  she	  has	  worked	  
with	  students	  at	  22	  institutions	  to	  file	  similar	  federal	  complaints	  and	  has	  helped	  form	  a	  
national	  network	  of	  students	  and	  staff	  aimed	  at	  preventing	  sexual	  assault	  and	  holding	  
schools	  accountable	  for	  breaking	  gender-‐equity	  laws.	  
	  	  	  
ANDREA	   PINO	  is	   a	   first-‐generation	   college	   student	   who	   attended	   the	   University	   of	  
North	  Carolina	   at	  Chapel	  Hill,	  where	   she	  majored	   in	  Political	   Science	   and	  English.	   She	  
pursued	   research	   around	   the	   policy	   framing	   of	   Title	   IX	   and	   campus	   violence.	   A	   co-‐
founder	  of	  End	  Rape	  On	  Campus,	  Andrea	  filed	  a	  federal	  complaint	  with	  the	  Department	  
of	  Education	  against	  UNC.	  Her	  activism	  has	  been	  featured	  on	  the	  front	  page	  of	  the	  New	  
York	   Times,	   Vogue,	   CNN,	   “Good	  Morning	   America,”	   “The	  Melissa	   Harris-‐Perry	   Show”	  
and	  countless	  other	  media	  sources.	  Along	  with	  Annie	  E.	  Clark,	  she	  helped	  write	  the	  Bi-‐
Partisan	  Campus	  Safety	  and	  Accountability	  Act.	  	  
	  
KAMILAH	  WILLINGHAM	   is	  a	  graduate	  of	  Harvard	  Law	  School	  and	  Pomona	  College.	  She	  
lives	  in	  Los	  Angeles	  where	  she	  works	  for	  an	  organization	  that	  seeks	  to	  end	  prisoner	  rape.	  
	  	  	  
APRIL	   POWELL-‐WILLINGHAM	   is	   an	   international	   law	   and	   development	   attorney	   who	  
specializes	   in	   constitutional	   and	   legal	   development,	   human	   rights,	   social	   justice,	   and	  
democratization	  and	  good	  governance	  in	  conflict-‐affected,	  post-‐conflict,	  transitional	  and	  
fragile	  states	  such	  as	  Afghanistan,	  Iraq,	  Somalia	  and	  South	  Sudan.	  She	  is	  the	  mother	  of	  
two	  adult	  children,	  a	  son,	  Taharqa,	  and	  a	  daughter,	  Kamilah.	  	  	  	  	  
	  
ERICA	  KINSMAN	  is	  currently	  a	  junior	  in	  college.	  Her	  major	  is	  Mass	  Communications.	  	  She	  
is	  interested	  in	  working	  in	  the	  Public	  Relations	  field.	  
	  
TOM	   SEEBERG	   is	   managing	   director	   with	   Marsh,	   a	   global	   insurance	   broker	   and	   risk	  
management	   services	   firm	   and	   unit	   of	  Marsh	   &	  McLennan	   Companies	   where	   he	   has	  
worked	  for	  13	  years.	  He	  has	  been	  in	  the	  commercial	  insurance	  business	  for	  28	  years.	  He	  
earned	  a	  bachelors	  degree	  in	  Finance	  from	  Loyola	  University	  of	  Chicago	  in	  1986.	  Tom	  is	  
a	   past	   director	   of	   the	   Better	   Business	   Bureau	   of	   Northern	   Illinois,	   serves	   on	   the	  
President’s	  Advisory	  Council	   of	  Christ	   the	  King	   Jesuit	  College	  Prep	   in	  Chicago,	   a	  Cristo	  
Rey	   Network	   school.	   Tom	   and	   his	   wife	   Mary	   are	   active	   in	   supporting	   the	   efforts	   of	  
Erika’s	   Lighthouse,	   an	   educational	   organization	   dedicated	   to	   raising	   awareness	   of	  
adolescent	   depression,	   as	   well	   as	   Chicago	   Catholic	   Charities’	   “Loving	   Outreach	   to	  
Survivors	  of	  Suicide	  –	  L.O.S.S.”	  program.	  



	  
SOFIE	   KARASEK	   is	   an	   anti–sexual	   violence	   activist	   and	   co-‐founder	   of	   End	   Rape	   on	  
Campus	   (EROC).	   She	   spearheaded	   two	   31-‐person	   federal	   complaints	   against	   the	  
University	   of	   California,	   Berkeley,	   where	   she	   is	   currently	   a	   senior	   studying	   Political	  
Economy.	   Sofie	   has	   also	   been	   a	   leading	   advocate	   for	   California’s	   groundbreaking	  
affirmative	   consent	   law	   and	   has	   been	   featured	   in	   national	   and	   international	   media	  
including	  The	  Guardian,	  CNN.com,	  Bloomberg	  Businessweek	  and	  Marie	  Claire.	  
	  	  
RACHEL	  HUDAK	  graduated	  from	  St.	  Mary’s	  College	  with	  a	  bachelor’s	  degree	  in	  Biology	  
and	  went	  on	  to	  complete	  a	  Master	  of	  Public	  Health	  in	  Epidemiology.	  She	  currently	  works	  
as	  a	  research	  associate	  for	  a	  consulting	  firm.	  	  	  
	  	  
DR.	  CAROLINE	  HELDMAN	  is	  a	  Politics	  professor	  at	  Occidental	  College	  in	  Los	  Angeles	  who	  
specializes	  in	  the	  presidency,	  systems	  of	  power	  and	  sexual	  violence.	  She	  co-‐founded	  the	  
New	  Orleans	  Women’s	  Shelter,	  End	  Rape	  on	  Campus	  (EROC)	  and	  Faculty	  Against	  Rape	  
(FAR).	  	  
	  
DR.	  DANIELLE	  DIRKS	   is	  an	  assistant	  professor	  of	  Sociology	  at	  Occidental	  College	  in	  Los	  
Angeles,	   where	   she	   teaches	   courses	   on	   punishment,	   crime,	   and	   American	   racial	   and	  
ethnic	   relations.	  Her	   research	  and	   teaching	   interests	   are	   concerned	  with	   fundamental	  
questions	   about	   justice	   and	   inequality	   in	   America,	  with	   a	   special	   focus	   on	   racial	   and	  
gender	  inequality.	  She	  is	  the	  author	  of	  Confronting	  Campus	  Rape:	  Legal	  landscapes,	  New	  
Media,	  and	  Networked	  Activism	  and	  How	  Ethical	  Systems	  Change:	  Lynching	  and	  Capitol	  
Punishment.	  She	  is	  currently	  working	  her	  next	  book,	  Punishment	  in	  the	  Age	  of	  Google:	  
The	  Mark	  of	  a	  Digital	  Criminal	  Record.	  Dr.	  Dirks	  was	  awarded	  Occidental’s	  campus-‐wide	  
Donald	  R.	  Loftsgordon	  Memorial	  Award	  for	  Outstanding	  Teaching	  



	  
THE	  HUNTING	  GROUND	  

	  
The	  Facts	  

	  
One	  in	  five	  college	  women	  will	  be	  sexually	  assaulted.	  	  
	  
One	  in	  33	  college	  men	  will	  be	  sexually	  assaulted.	  	  
	  
Only	  five	  percent	  of	  campus	  assaults	  are	  reported.	  	  
	  
Experts	  say	  false	  reports	  account	  for	  only	  two	  to	  ten	  percent	  of	  charges	  made—meaning	  
between	  90	  and	  98	  percent	  are	  true.	  
	  
As	  many	  as	  90	  percent	  of	  reported	  assaults	  are	  acquaintance	  rapes.	  	  
	  
Serial	  predators	  are	  responsible	  for	  91	  percent	  of	  all	  sexual	  assaults	  on	  campus.	  	  
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