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Statement by the Director 
  
Goosebumps. In more ways than one, this film was born from 
them. 
 
Like many a cinephile, I remember the stirring rhythms of The 
Good The Bad and The Ugly, the spine-tingling orchestral 
finale of E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial, and the pounding, 
adrenaline-pumping awe of The Dark Knight’s final ride. 
 
These are moments where, almost inexplicably, we as viewers 
transcend the story we’re being told. The music speaks to us in 

ways we can’t intellectually grasp — but in ways our heart still can. 
 
These moments prove that the right picture paired with the right sound can create a physical 
change in our heartbeats, our tear ducts, even our arms and legs. They create chills. Cold 
shivers. Goosebumps. 
 
Film music speaks to us in a language we can understand, but few of us can speak. 
 
But what if we could? How much more could we appreciate the talents of those musical 
storytellers? 
 
SCORE: A FILM MUSIC DOCUMENTARY grew from a personal exploration of film music’s 
power into a focused examination of why we feel these moments, and what goes into making 
them. 
  
Told entirely through the perspectives of film composers, directors and musicians, SCORE 
reveals the inspiration, instrumentation, ideas, challenges and triumphs of creating the modern 
Hollywood soundtrack. 
 
In one of SCORE’s early interviews, legendary composer Hans Zimmer made a careful 
distinction between music’s role in film versus its performance. 
 
After scoring 150 films — including Rain Man, The Lion King, Gladiator, Pirates of the 
Caribbean, The Dark Knight and Inception — Zimmer expressed film doesn’t just allow for a 
score to exist; the film medium sets the stage for it. 
 
“Film music can elevate,” he said. 
 
Over two years, SCORE’s team has left jobs, sacrificed thousands of hours, and traveled 
around the world to collect the most definitive body of interviews, behind-the-scenes footage 
and archival collections ever compiled for this feature-length documentary. The result is a 
testament to the small, unpaid team that saw potential in an idea about why film music gives us 
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goosebumps — and a testament to the composers who shape these powerful, awe-inspiring 
moments.  
 
We hope you’ll enjoy SCORE: A FILM MUSIC DOCUMENTARY not only as a privileged look at 
a secretive and little-known art form, but as an exploration of music’s ability to evoke powerful 
emotions in us, and a tuneful celebration of film scores beloved the world over. 
 
Matt Schrader 
Director 
SCORE: A FILM MUSIC DOCUMENTARY 
 
Director/Writer 
  
Matt Schrader is a three-time Emmy Award-winning news producer and filmmaker and a 
graduate of the University of Southern California’s School of Cinematic Arts. As a special 
projects producer for news agencies including CBS and NBC, his stories have changed lives, 
laws and resulted in millions of dollars returned to consumers and communities. In 2014, he left 
a job with CBS to pursue SCORE: A FILM MUSIC DOCUMENTARY full time — a gamble that 
resulted in the film becoming one of the most popular crowdfunded documentary projects of the 
year. Matt also attended the USC Annenberg School for Communication and helped found and 
grow the Southern California Business Film Festival in 2008. SCORE: A FILM MUSIC 
DOCUMENTARY is Matt’s first feature-length documentary. 
  
Producers 
  
Robert Kraft is the former President of Fox Music, which produced Avatar, Titanic, Moulin 
Rouge and many more under his direction. An Oscar, Golden Globe and Grammy-nominated 
composer, Kraft co-produced all of the Oscar- and Grammy Award-winning songs in “The Little 
Mermaid,” including the Academy Award-winning song “Under The Sea.” Kraft is a member of 
the Music Branch of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. 
  
Jonathan Willbanks is a producer, entrepreneur and technologist who has consulted and 
spearheaded distribution for more than a dozen independent films. A graduate of USC's 
Business and Cinematic Arts joint program, his experience includes marketing and distribution 
for Disney Channel and The Moving Picture Institute, and technology-driven roles with GE, 
Apple and Verizon. 
  
Kenny Holmes is a producer and national award-winning news and entertainment photographer 
at NBC in Los Angeles. His photography has won six major regional awards, including three 
Emmys and the Edward R. Murrow Award for videography, and a National Press Club Award. 
  
Nate Gold is a director of photography and producer having worked on commercials, music 
videos, and features internationally. He is a graduate of USC’s School of Cinematic Arts. In 
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2010, he founded and now operates SoundBite Studios, a music studio facility in Los Angeles 
specializing in helping high-profile artists and creatives refine and realize their craft. 
  
Trevor Thompson is an Emmy Award-winning journalist and a graduate of USC’s Annenberg 
School for Communication and Thornton School of Music. The son of BMI Award-winning 
composer Tim Thompson, Trevor’s creative journalism and powerful human interest pieces 
have broadcast on stations across the country as well as CNN. 
 
Crystal Chavarria is a producer, production designer and art department coordinator whose 
work has appeared in productions for Disney, NBC, CBS, Fox, Showtime, The CW and Starz. 
She is a graduate of the USC School of Cinematic Arts, where she graduated cum laude with a 
degree in film production and production designed and costume designed award-winning 
student films.  
  



page 5 of 11 

Credits 
 
Writer/Director 
Matt Schrader 
 
Producers 
Robert Kraft 
Trevor Thompson 
Jonathan Willbanks 
Nate Gold 
Kenny Holmes 
 
Executive Producers 
Matt Schrader 
Jonathan Willbanks 
 
Associate Producer 
Crystal Chavarria 
 
Directors of Photography 
Kenny Holmes 
Nate Gold 
 
Editors 
Matt Schrader 
Kenny Holmes 
 
Composer 
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Supervising Sound Editor / Mixer 
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Justin Williams 
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Robert Schauer 
 
Camera Operators 
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Alex Miskei 
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Matt Schrader 
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